CHAPTER VI
THE INSPECTION AND TESTING OF TNT

By K. K. STEVENS

Inspection. TNT is on the market in two grades,
:-i:niarily, crude and refined. The crude has not been
;orystallized from solvents, while the refined has. Of
Lose two grades, there may be several other grades
a,sed on the melting-point (M.P.) or usually the
Jidification point (S.P.).

The crude TNT is the more common form in the
raited States and when purchased by foreign govern-
onts is shipped crude and either refined or blended
L-fch other substances. The greater bulk of TNT made,
:> to very recently, has been shipped crude, possibly
tly three plants in the United States manufacturing
o refined grade in any quantity. In the different
ants the product is obtained in lots of approximately
lOO pounds each, called " runs.77

The specifications usually call for containers, such

cases or kegs, which hold from 60 to 100 pounds,

o  lined with oiled paper, and numbered as to ship-

snt,  " run " and case.    The inspector may be ex-

es ted to check the weights, and take samples for

Sampling. Samples should represent lots of 4000
xinds, and for convenience a composite sample from
"o runs is often taken. The cases are selected, opened,